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In recent years growing numbers of urban researchers have been exploring methodologies that attend 
to networks, relations (Jacob and Malpas 2013) and assemblages (McFarlane 2011) that constitute 
urban space. This work has produced useful insights across diverse areas of study: the dynamic 
nature of policy development and transfer (Baker and McGuirk in press; McCann 2011), the processes 
of slum creation and inhabitation (McFarlane 2011), as well as the more-than-human relationships that 
underpin the functioning of cities (Jacobs and Cairns 2007). These efforts to think about cities in 
relational terms mobilise a range of different theoretical frameworks, including, but not limited to, 
assemblage theory, assemblage thinking and actor network theory.	  
 	  
These ideas are also being taken up in housing studies, but there is little consensus amongst housing 
researchers about how these theories should shape the research process, and indeed if these 
theories can productively move us beyond current housing methodologies. The 2017 Housing Theory 
Symposium encourages papers that examine the value and utility of relational theories and 
methodologies in a housing studies context. We encourage papers addressing this issue from different 
perspectives, including: papers that are strongly informed by relational theories, which explore ideas of 
agency and emergence in a housing context; papers that are critical of these theories; and papers that 
adapt relational methodologies as a tool to open up new avenues of enquiry.  	  
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Please email your abstract to Emma Power by 31st March: e.power@westernsydney.edu.au	  
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